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short and concise. One of them, that of February 25,
1875, provides for the organization of the powers of
the state. Another, that of February 24,1875, deals in
greater detail with the organization of the Senate. And
the third, dated July 16, 1875, fixes the relations of
the powers of the state among themselves, y

The provisional character of the constitution is clearly
Amend- seen ^ *^e method of amendment. It has
ments> been the habit in France to make a sharp dis-
tinction between the constituent and legislative powers,
the former being withdrawn to a greater or less extent
from the control of the Parliament. But in this in-
stance both of the great parties wanted to facilitate
changes in the fundamental laws, in order to be able to
carry out their own plans whenever a favorable occasion
might present itself.1 A departure from tradition was
therefore made, and it was provided that the constitu-
tional laws could be amended by a National Assembly,
or Congress, composed of the two branches of Parlia-
ment sitting together, which should meet for this pur-
pose whenever both chambers on their own motion, or
on that of the President of the Republic, declared the
need of revision.2 The constitutional laws have been

1  Cf. Borgeaud, Etablissement et Revision des Constitutions, pt. iii. liv. ii.
ch. viii.

2  Const. Law of Feb. 25, 1875, Art. 8.   It is not provided whether the
Chamhers shall declare in general terms that there is a need of revision,
or whether they shall specify the revision to be made, and this point has
given rise to lively debates; but on the two occasions when a revision was
actually undertaken, the Chambers passed identical resolutions specifying
the articles to be amended,   (Lebon, Frankreick, pp. 74,75 ; Saleilles, op.
tit. pp, 6, 7, 9.)